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Introduction 
In 2011, the Hazel Grove Planning Committee (referred to hereafter as "the Committee") was formed 

under the direction of the Groton Park Commission. (See Appendix A, page 37.) The Committee was 

charged with the following direction: 

The primary goal for your Committee is that, by June 30, 2012, you will have 
submitted a 1-, 3-, and 5-year plan to undertake a study for the betterment, the 
improvement, the maintenance, and the bringing forth of longevity to the Hazel 
Grove Park, taking into consideration not only the historic use of the Park but 
also the current needs of the Town and the future vision of Groton and where the 
Park fits into that vision. 

During a tour of Hazel Grove Park, the Committee raised concerns about the condition of the 

buildings, fencing, and general infrastructure. Use of the park seemed exclusive to certain groups, and 

there was no consistent information on- or off-site to determine who could or did use the facility. 

Information Gathering 
The Committee began gathering information about current users of the property, meeting with the Groton 

Pony Club, the Groton Riding and Driving Club, and other local equestrians and trail users. Included in 

this report are extensive details regarding these current user groups, the infrastructure at Hazel Grove 

Park, and the current maintenance and use agreements with the Park Commission. This report details 

activities conducted at the park, who uses the park and how, and who maintains various aspects of the 

park and how that maintenance is conducted. This report also presents how these uses and groups 

support the future vision of Hazel Grove Park. 

The Committee also reached out to all youth athletic programs to determine if those organizations 

were in need of additional facilities and if Hazel Grove Park could provide those facilities. The Committee 

brainstormed future uses and users, visited other historic fairgrounds, met with organizers to discuss how 

they revitalized their fairgrounds, conducted a community meeting to obtain the input of Groton residents 

on their ideas for the use of Hazel Grove Park, reviewed historical documents to determine past uses and 

origins of the facilities, and surveyed its natural resources. 

The Committee has determined that, due to its location, natural resources, and history, Hazel Grove 

Park is uniquely suited for the Town of Groton for agricultural, equestrian, and educational uses. It is the 

only town-owned Groton site actively supporting equestrian sports. 

Organizational Structure 
The Committee also reviewed the organizational structure under which Hazel Grove Park is currently 

managed to determine if a more effective structure could be created to: 

• enhance current users 

• attract additional user groups 
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• promote a clear vision for the park 

• provide a structure under which it could be more consistently maintained 

• facilitate funding and communication with the public. 

The current management method is fragmented. Currently, the park has two autonomous groups who 

coordinate their use with the Groton Park Commission individually. No clear structure exists to track or 

approve maintenance. No equal commitment from the town encourages long-term investment in Hazel 

Grove Park by any of the current users or potential new users. Inconsistent funding, direction, and 

responsibilities have led to the deterioration of the physical structures and maintenance of the facility. 

Subcommittees 
In its year-long exploration of Hazel Grove Park and its uses, the Committee developed subcommittees to 

understand the origins and features of Hazel Grove Park. Each subcommittee conducted extensive 

research and submitted a report of its findings. These subcommittees included: 

• Historical Background 

• Natural Resources 

• Current Users 

• Infrastructure 

• Association 

• Future Uses and Revenue. 
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Historical Background 
The Historical Background Subcommittee was charged with examining the history of the town of Groton 

in its relation to Hazel Grove Park and the activities carried out in its environs. 

Agricultural Heritage 
The interest in the agricultural roots of Hazel Grove Park can be traced to the agrarian base upon which 

the Town of Groton was established. Located on the frontier of the early settlement pattern of the 

Province of Massachusetts, the families who built their homes and livelihoods in Groton relied on their 

given knowledge of agriculture, animal husbandry, farm architecture, fruit culture, and crop development, 

using time-proven methods. Like most farmers, their well-being depended on what they could coax from 

the earth, based on their knowledge of the soils, seeds, fruits, livestock, crops, weather, and seasons. 

Most of this information was passed down from father to son, mother to daughter, and friend to friend. 

Beginning in the late 18th century, much of the land and resources had been badly used and 

underdeveloped—not for lack of trying or hard work, but for lack of scientific knowledge and their 

willingness to accept advice and suggestions from better off, better educated men with greater resources, 

such as books and newspapers, at their disposal. In 1792, a group of Boston area professional men, 

lawyers, clergy, and business people established The Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture to 

share information on the latest advancements in farming techniques and experimental work with crops 

and livestock. Although they published their findings, little of this information reached the farming 

communities much beyond what was then the greater Boston area. A few Groton farmers realized that 

agricultural productivity was not going to change unless their farm community accessed these new 

sources of information. They understood that the old ways of past generations had proven to be a poor 

substitute for what could be learned by sharing information on subjects like the proper use of manures, 

importance of crop rotation and land drainage, care and feeding of breeding stock, and dozens of other 

important topics. 

Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club 
In 1794, a small group of farmers from Western Middlesex County decided to form the Western Society of 

Middlesex Husbandmen, a subsidiary group under the Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture. 

They held their early meetings in area towns, such as Littleton, Chelmsford, and Groton, and were 

incorporated on February 28, 1803. They changed their name to the Society of Middlesex Husbandmen 

and Manufacturers by an act of the Massachusetts Legislature on January 24, 1820, and then again to 

the Middlesex Agricultural Society in 1852. From the start, the Society's charge was to encourage the 

exchange of agricultural information and ideas and to foster experimentation in all areas of husbandry. 
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The interest in this concept of sharing information on agricultural matters was eagerly accepted within 

the Groton farming community. On Thursday, Oct 3, 1854, a printed notice carrying the names of 18 of 

the most successful farmers, invited "the citizens of Groton, favorable to the establishment of a Society 

for the advancement of Agriculture, to meet at Liberty Hall on Thursday, Oct 5th, 1854, at 7 o’clock in the 

evening." Although the outcome of the meeting was not recorded, within weeks another notice appeared 

listing the by-laws of the Groton Farmers’ Club, including officers positions, the establishment of 

semimonthly meetings of the club from the third Monday in October to the first of March, a request to the 

public to contribute written articles upon any subject connected with the objects of the association, and a 

note that, on 

the last Wednesday of September in each year, there shall be held at some 
convenient place in town, to be fixed by the officers, an exhibition of fine Animals, 
Fruit and Vegetables, for the best of which, such premiums may be awarded as 
may be agreed upon by the committee appointed for that purpose. Moderate 
premiums may also be awarded for the most successful cultivation of Hay, Corn, 
Potatoes, and the several Grains…on the same day…there shall be a place 
provided for the Exhibition of DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. The Ladies of the 
town, as well as the Gentlemen, are respectfully invited to contribute to this 
exhibition... any inhabitant of Groton may become a member of the Club, by 
paying seventy five cents (the annual subscription) and signing these By-Laws. 

On September 10, 1855, a large broadside announced, 

The Groton Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Club held their first annual fair on Friday, 
September 28, 1855, at which there will be an Exhibition of Animals, Fruits, 
Vegetables, Manufactures &c., and the Club will award Premiums as before 
announced. An address will be delivered by Chas. L. Flint, Esq., Secretary of the 
[Massachusetts] Board of Agriculture. 

Within days, a "Programme of Arrangements of the CATTLE FAIR at Groton, September 28, 1855" 

appeared, listing the exhibitions to be held in Liberty Hall, including a Ploughing Match, Spading Match, 

Trial of Working Oxen, procession from Liberty Hall accompanied by Music to the Unitarian Church to 

listen to an address from C.L. Flint, dinner at the Town Hall, and announcements and awarding of 

Premiums. 

Agricultural Fair 
In successive years, the Groton Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Club (Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club) 

continued to hold their exhibitions of vegetables, produce, and manufactures; oxen parades; ploughing 

matches; cattle fairs; parades; musical venues; dinners; and collations—always accompanied by targeted 

addresses on agricultural subjects. In 1856, the Hon. Simon Brown, editor of the New England Farmer, 

spoke at the fair and, in the next issue of his highly regarded farm paper, wrote and published a complete 

story about his experience. In his story "Farmers’ Festival At Groton," he noted, 

The Enterprising people of Groton have held an agricultural fair for two or three 
years past. On Friday, Sept 26, it took place for the present year, and resulted, 
we believe, in giving great gratifications to themselves, and a large collection of 
people who had come in from other towns. 

He describes the many activities of the day, and his own address which he says 

was patiently listened to by a large auditory. The tent was pitched on a common 
near the center of the village and most appropriately nestled alongside of a 
schoolhouse! Seven hundred and fifty sat down to the tables, one-third of whom 
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were females... The Farmers’ Club at Groton holds meetings in the winter, and 
these, with their annual exhibitions, will soon work a wonderful change in the 
condition of agriculture about them. We wish them great success. 

The evolution of these annual fairs is not well documented outside of the annual broadsides 

announcing the fairs' activities. In 1860, a "Special Notice: Groton Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Club, Sixth 

Annual Fair, on Wednesday, Sept 26, 1860" noted the usual round of exhibitions and matches, but listed 

for the first time that "the Exhibition of Travelling and Trotting Horses will take place at the Trotting Course 

at 3 o’clock p.m." Although the notice gives no location for the trotting course, it was undoubtedly known 

to everyone in town. Whether it was located at Hazel Grove Park is unkown. 

Between 1860 and 1875, Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club Program announcements commonly 

mention exhibitions and trials of "carriage horses," but locate such events at various street locations or 

fields without further identification. One notice in 1875 specifically states, "on Hollis Street, near the house 

of Mr. Nathaniel Livermore at 11 ½ o’clock, A.M." 

The first mention of a track occurs in an original Minute Book of the Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' 

Club on July 24, 1898, "Voted that the vote to buy the track as an Association and not as the Groton 

Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Club be rescinded." Earlier in the same Minute Book, on March 28, 1898, the 

club 

Voted that the disposition of the shed and the property stored therein be left with 
the Executive Committee with the following instructions - if the committee can 
find a suitable place without much expense to move the shed to, or store the 
property, to do so; if not dispose of the same at public auction. 

The location of this shed site and the property is not mentioned. Although the site must have been in 

Groton, there is no mention of Hazel Grove Park. At the Sept 24, 1898, meeting of the Groton Farmers' 

and Mechanics' Club, the members voted to hold a fair on October 5 and "that repairs on track be done 

by solicitation and without expense to the Club." Later in the meeting, they voted "to rescind the vote with 

regard to repairs on track by solicitation." 

Hazel Grove Park Fairgrounds Acquisition 
The Minute Book includes continued discussions about the status of the racetrack and includes, on March 

13, 1899, remarks made by Captain Palmer regarding the purchase of the racetrack. 

The owner agreed to sell the whole of the land for $25 an acre or 10 or 12 Acres 
for $40 per acre... Voted that if we purchase track we buy acreage as an 
association and not as the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Club. Committee of three 
was elected to look into matter and see how many shares can be sold. 
Committee consisted of Thomas ByWater, Henry H. Johnson, Frank T. Sweet. It 
was suggested to the committee that there be 50 shares at $10 per share. 

On Aug 7, 1899, the Club "voted that the committee on track be authorized to employ Mr. Amy to survey 

the track and offer $450 with $50 be way." (This second $50 might have been an incentive fee.) 

Then, on Oct 23, 1899, the Minute Book records remarks made concerning the purchase of land near 

the well for a "Fairground and Trotting Park. Committee of F.T. Sweet, Mr. Palin, W.T. Boyton, Thomas 

ByWater , A.J. Johnson to look into the matter and confer with F.L. Blood, the owner of the property." The 

Minute Book contains no mention of the work to acquire the track until September 24, 1900, when it 
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mentions "Voted to charge a committee of fair to purchase the track if it could be bought for $550 or less 

and pay for it without mortgaging it if possible." The organization must then have gone through some 

administrative struggling to deal with the purchase, which did occur. In an entry dated November 25, 

1901, the Farmer and Mechanics Club held a meeting for the organization of an Association and on 

December 9, 1901, officers are elected including William A. Lawrence, President, Joseph B. Raddin, 

Vice-President, John H. Sheedy, Secretary and John H. Trayne, Treasurer. 

On April 28, 1902, the first deed for Hazel Grove Park is recorded with the Middlesex Registry of 

Deeds, entry 4468-266, from John H. Sheedy, Henry A. Johnson, Edwin A. Shattuck, J. Hoit Hunkins, 

and Joseph B. Raddin to the Groton Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Club, for a parcel of land for which the 

acreage is not listed, with buildings in Groton bounded and described as 

beginning at a stone bound at the southwesterly corner of the premises near the 
northerly side of Hazel Grove Road… Also whatever interests the said Club may 
have in said Hazel Grove Road. 

Recorded deeds show that the Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club went on to acquire other 

parcels of adjacent land, one from Myron P. Swallow of Groton for 5 acres on June 29, 1922, registry 

#4531-371 and, in 1928, 19½ additional acres from Mark Blood, which may mark the conclusion of the 

land purchase agreement the Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club had begun back in 1899. (See Figure 

1.) It appears that the development of the fairgrounds for a variety of uses relating to the organization’s 

annual fairs was the driving force in expanding its property holdings and finally acquiring the land for the 

trotting track. 

Figure 1. Groton: From the 1875, F. W. Beer’s Atlas of Middlesex County, Massachusetts (plate 20), first 
locating the Hazel Grove area near the Nashua River (see circle). 
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Waning Public Support for Fairs 
The Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club’s fairs from 1902 through the 1930s ebb and flow in size, 

premiums, attendance, events, participation, and financial support from local businesses and the 

Massachusetts Department of Agriculture. Each year, an annual Premium List was published by the Club, 

offering the categories and prizes to be awarded to patrons. Each annual publication includes a page 

directed "TO OUR PATRONS AND EXHIBITORS." In 1906, the usual Fair was expanded to include "the 

dinner, which will be fully explained to you by representatives of the Club who will call upon the ladies of 

the town in a few days, and make know their plans." No doubt the dinner would come just before the 

Annual Anniversary Ball that took place in the Town Hall, to encourage attendance and "to which 

everyone is invited." 

In the 56th Premium List in 1917, the Fair Committee writes 

It is no common-placed task to maintain and conduct a successful Fair. It 
requires hard and constant labor to make the preparations, experience and skill 
to put the exhibition in motion…To all we say, Come renew your spirits by 
mingling with your fellowmen, devote a day to pleasure and harmless enjoyment. 
Remember that the Groton Fair is an institution for the people and by the people. 

To emphasize this point, the front cover of the Premium List that year showed several well-dressed 

women riding on a cart in front of the Exhibition Building, enjoying their outing to the Fair. (See Figure 2, 

page 8.) It was a family-focused enterprise that fair officials stressed over and over in attempting to attract 

more visitors. 

Yet even with the explanation of the Fair’s continued forward movement, it is clear that, by 1933, the 

Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club was in some trouble. A tone of desperation appears in their regular 

"TO OUR PATRONS" page. 

For seventy-eight years the Groton Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Club have held this 
motto [Agriculture is the Noblest Employment of Man] before them and you. 
Need we explain why agriculture is the noblest employment of man? Surely you 
must see that agriculture brings us closer to nature and therefore closer to God. 
Each successive year since 1855 this club has tried to give encouragement to 
the community in all branches of agriculture. It has offered prizes for the best of 
things that grow and things created by manual labor; and it has given you an 
opportunity of comparing your results with those of your neighbors which 
encourages completion and competition, the educators tell us, is most necessary 
if we expect to progress. Since this fair is run for you, for Groton, and for the 
surrounding communities, will you not do something on our seventy-eighth 
birthday for us? There must be other ways and means which would make our fair 
better and more suited to individual problems. Will you not help us by giving us 
suggestions of ways to make the fair more appealing to more people? If we could 
feel that you — our patrons — were co-operating by encouraging your neighbors 
to exhibit, it would mean a great deal to us. Make a conscious effort to get one 
other person interested in the fun of competition… Everybody come and bring 
your neighbors for a day outdoors at one of the oldest institutions in this part of 
the state. 

It also appears that the years following the "Great Depression of 1929" had taken their toll on the 

citizens of Groton and the nation’s economy, thus the public’s interest in rural events was waning. 

Another reason commonly cited for the drop in fair attendance at this time was the belief that the 

leadership of the Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club had been taken over by members of the Klu Klux 

Klan, thus alienating many Catholic citizens of the Town of Groton and more recently arrived immigrants. 
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Whatever the reason, by 1935, the mission of the Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club had run its 

course and the club dissolved. Its plea of 1933, asking fairgoers to bring their friends and neighbors, had 

clearly fallen on deaf ears. 

 
Figure 2. Cover of the Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club premium list for the Groton agricultural fair of 
1917, showing well-dressed ladies in carts as well as the agricultural exhibition hall in the background. 

Sale of Hazel Grove Park 
On December 12, 1935, the Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club sold 10 acres of land with its buildings 

to Mr. William P. Wharton, a Groton philanthropist and Chairman of the Memorial Town Forest. Wharton's 

original intentions for the Hazel Grove Park Fairgrounds are not clear, and it may be that after the 

devastating damage to the Fairgrounds caused by the destructive hurricane that swept over New England 

in 1938, he decided to relinquish the property to another charitable organization with a focus on 

husbandry. Wharton's friend Nelson Taylor was Superintendent of the Groton 4-H Program in Groton. 

This group had worked for many years in cooperation with the Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club on 

the agricultural fairs, and had been using the site for various educational activities in their work with 
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children. In a letter written in 1939, Wharton proposes to donate the land and buildings that remained 

after the hurricane to the local 4-H Club if they simply paid the taxes due for 1937 that had gone unpaid. 

(See Figure 3.) He writes: 

Not having paid the taxes on the Hazel Grove Park for the years 1937-38, I fully 
expected that the property would be put up at tax sale this year. The tax collector 
and assessors, however, have discovered that, according to the new WPA map 
of the Town, the property was not listed on the books correctly, and that there is 
in fact considerably more land than we had supposed. So the assessors have 
seen fit to abate the taxes for those two years. Thus the only charge against the 
property at the present moment is the taxes for 1937, of the exact amount of 
which I am not informed. 

What I have in mind is:—would your 4 H club outfit like to own the land and what 
buildings remain on it as a location for your annual fair, and perhaps other 
purposes? If so, I be willing to deed the property over free of charge. Inasmuch 
as the 4 H Club is in the nature of what is known as a "charitable organization", I 
should suppose that any property it might own would be free from taxation. 

Figure 3. Full letter from William P. Wharton to Nelson Taylor, offering Hazel Grove Park land and buildings 
for 4-H Club use in exchange for payment of back taxes. 
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Groton Acquires Hazel Grove Park 
There is no concluding letter to Mr. Wharton’s offer to the Groton 4-H Club regarding whether they 

considered his offer. In the Warrant published for the 1940 Town Meeting, Article 19 appears: 

To see if the Town will vote to accept by gift from William P. Wharton, Esquire, a 
deed of the property commonly known as "Hazel Grove Park" and more 
specifically described by metes and bounds in deed from the Groton Farmers' 
and Mechanics' Club to William P. Wharton, dated December 12, 1935, recorded 
with Middlesex South District Deeds, Book 6038, Page 173 or, however 
otherwise said parcel may be bounded and described. 

The article passed by unanimous approval of the townspeople. 

The following year, 1941, the Town Warrant carried Article 8: 

To see if the town will vote to constitute the premises conveyed by William P. 
Wharton to the Town of Groton a public park for the Town of Groton and place 
same under the care and jurisdiction of the Park Commissioners, or take any 
action thereon. 

Then, at the Special Town Meeting on June 7, 1941, Article 11 appears on the Town Warrant asking the 

town to raise and appropriate $400 for repairs and improvements to Hazel Grove Park under the direction 

of the Park Commission. In the end, only $200 was allocated. In 1942, the Park Commission budget 

requested $650, including an allotment for Hazel Grove Park. They ended up with $500 and reported in 

the Town Report that they had an auction at the Park of the old horse sheds and expenses amounted to 

$33.35 which was taken out of the appropriation. The sale of the sheds brought in $197. Their report also 

mentioned that, with the $150 given for Hazel Grove Park, purchases were made to improve several 

structures, including the Exhibition Hall. (See Figure 4.) 

We bought doors and windows for the exhibition hall and papered one side shed 
of the hall. We have taken down the grandstand, which was ruined by the 
hurricane four years ago (1938). We have cleaned up the rubbish left at the 
grandstand and cleaned around the hall, and taken down other old sheds at the 
grounds. The exhibition hall is now in good shape. We hope that the Boy Scouts 
and 4-H Club and other town organization will use the hall. 

Figure 4. Exhibition Hall in 1943 at the Hazel Grove Park fairgrounds at the end of Jenkins Road. (Photo 
courtesy of the Groton Historical Society) 
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Through most of the late 1940s, the Groton Park Commission listed little or no activity or work at 

Hazel Grove Park. Then in 1951, the Middlesex County Extension Report in the town’s annual report 

noted 

The first Middlesex County 4-H Agricultural Fair was held at the Groton 
Fairgrounds. The townspeople were very cooperative in helping to make the fair 
a success. Some improvements were made in the fairgrounds by the 4-H 
Committees, which should help in making the fairgrounds useful for any future 
events. The 4-H Horse Club joined the Groton Hunt in running a very successful 
horse show in September. Many citizens of Groton interested in youth have given 
a great deal of support to 4-H Club work… 

The 1953 Park Commissioners report incudes 

that public grounds in the care of this department be put to as much proper use 
as possible, and it is gratifying to see the Fairground once again being of service 
to worthy causes. The use of the Fairgrounds does, however, bring a certain 
amount of additional expense to this department. Most of the repair and 
maintenance of Fairgrounds facilities has been done by using parties, but this 
department is responsible for at least a part of this maintenance, including the 
mowing of grass in the area. 

Then, in the Groton Town Report for 1955, the town’s 300th Anniversary, the Park Commissioners 

report states 

voted to allow the Groton Riding & Driving Club, Inc., to use the track at the 
Groton Fairgrounds for the training of horses. Included in the permission is the 
privilege of using some of the buildings. For the use of said Fairgrounds facilities, 
The Groton Riding and Driving Club, Inc., have agreed to improve same. At the 
time of this writing, it is estimated that more than a thousand dollars has been 
expended by the Club, for improvements. Nothing in this agreement is intended 
to deprive other groups of the right to use the Fairgrounds. 

During this year, a number of organizations used the park for special events as part of Groton’s 300th 

Anniversary celebration. One of the most popular and best attended was the Fireman’s Muster held 

during the July 4th weekend. Eleven towns from Massachusetts and Rhode Island sent fire department 

muster teams to compete. (See Figure 5.) 

 
Figure 5. Brochure for Firemen's Muster at Hazel Grove Park for Groton 300th anniversary celebration, 1955. 
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Groton Riding and Driving Club and Groton Pony Club 
From 1955 until 1966, Park Commissioners entries in the Annual Town Reports indicate that the primary 
user and caretaker of the Hazel Grove Fairgrounds was the Groton Riding and Driving Club. The entries 

for those years are almost identical in language with the Commissioners thanking the club for the 

maintenance and improvements to the Fairgrounds and noting that the agreement between the town and 

club continues as in the past. However, in 1966, they add, "Agreement was also reached with the Groton 

Pony Club to permit [their] use of the track infield at Hazel Grove Park (fairgrounds). The Pony Club has 

agreed to improve and maintain the track infield at no expense to the town." 

The value of these two equestrian organizations is clear when, in the 1970 Town Report, the Park 

Commissioners state, "The Fairgrounds have been reclaimed from the forest by the Groton Riding and 

Driving Club and the Groton Pony Club." They further add, 

The department agreement with the Groton Riding and Driving Club concerning 
Hazel Grove Park was continued. This generally harmonious and beneficial 
arrangement has been in effect for many years. Abandoned, rundown buildings 
and a track overgrown with trees and bushes have been made a truly enjoyable 
recreational facility. In recent years, the Groton Pony Club has been renovating 
the track infield for horse shows and other equestrian pursuits. Between them, 
these two clubs have made the old fairgrounds quite deserving of the somewhat 
fanciful newer title, "Hazel Grove Park." 

Forty-two years later, the two clubs have continued to work, maintain, improve, develop, and manage 

the Fairgrounds facilities and Hazel Grove Park in a manner that has put strain on both clubs financially 

and in their relationships with each other and the Town of Groton. In every Groton Town Report through 

2011, the Park Commissioners Report contains the paragraph, "As in the past, we are very pleased to 

continue our agreement with the Groton Riding and Driving Club and the Groton Pony Club at Hazel 

Grove Park. These groups maintain the Hazel Grove at no cost to the Town while all residents who enjoy 

horses may use it." 

The Park Commission at this time provides no services to the park or fairgrounds. Because of this 

disconnect, the roles and responsibilities of the organizations using the site for the maintenance of Hazel 

Grove Park’s buildings and grounds has become somewhat blurred. Therefore, as the size of the 

membership in the Groton Riding and Driving Club and the Groton Pony Club rises and falls, their ability 

to meet the ever increasing financial needs for the maintenance and operating costs of these facilities 

remains a problem. Unless a new management structure is soon put in place, the slow deterioration of 

the property due to deferred maintenance will continue. Although volunteers from both organizations are 

doing their best, a long-term management plan is necessary. (See Appendix B, page 38, for a historical 

timeline of Hazel Grove Park.) 

Recommendations 
The Committee recommends that the Town of Groton hire a professional consultant to carry out the 

preparation of a National Register of Historic Places Nomination Application for Hazel Grove Park and 

Fairgrounds, based on the site's past agricultural, equestrian, social, and celebratory uses. Such a 
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designation would help bring the site and the Town of Groton national recognition as well as help attract 

grant funding and private contributions to support its programs. While all of the original buildings and most 

of the later structures of significance at the Fairgrounds have been lost to time, weather occurrences, or 

use changes, the composite history of the property, including the people and organizations that have 

used Hazel Grove Park or sponsored activities there, make the site appropriate for this designation. 

Included in the list of organizations are the Groton Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Club, various 4-H Club 

organizations, the Middlesex County Extension Service, the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture, 

the Groton Riding and Driving Club, the Groton Pony Club, and the Town of Groton Park Commission. 

Together these groups constitute an ongoing history and use of the site that is worthy of inclusion in the 

National Register of Historic Places. (See Appendix C, page 41.) 

At this time, professional consultants are readily available to carry out the nominating process work, 

which can be done quite cost effectively. Within the last 6 months, a comprehensive Agricultural Survey 

of the Town of Groton was completed under a Community Preservation Act grant administered by the 

Groton Historical Commission. That report covers the history of Groton’s agricultural past, but also brings 

the story of its present agricultural activities, farms, and farmers and the work of associated organizations, 

such as the Groton Grange #7, Groton Local, and the Williams Barn Association, into wider public view. 

The Hazel Grove Park and Fairgrounds is an important part of the survey and is covered in the segment 

on the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Club prepared by Oakfield Research, Inc. With the help of Oakfield 

Research, the work on the nomination process could begin in earnest as soon as funds are secured. 

Because they can pull some of the necessary documentation from the Agrictultural Survey as well as 

other documents, reports, and historical materials already gathered, time and effort could be reduced. 

(See Appendix D, page 43.) 
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Natural Resources 
The Committee's evaluation of the Hazel Grove Park lands includes an exploration and delineation of its 

many natural resources. The Natural Resources Subcommittee was charged with cataloging these 

resources, including plant communities; geology, hydrology, and soils; wildlife habitat; trails; and 

management. 

Plant Communities 
The natural resources of the Hazel Grove Park site, including the flora and fauna that surround the horse 

track, barns, and outbuildings, contribute greatly to the parcel’s value. The setting of a mature Eastern 

White Pine stand, dating back to the 1870s, is an important aspect of the Hazel Grove landscape. The 

birds and animals that dwell in this stand of woods add to the experience of riding and walking in a unique 

natural setting. 

The 14-acre site is composed of 8 acres of developed land and 6 acres of forested land. The 

developed land is composed of lawn area with mature trees, track area, gravel roads, parking areas, 

outbuildings, and two small paddock areas. The forested area is composed of two forest stands. The 

larger stand, approximately 4 acres, is on the north end of Hazel Grove Park. This mature forest of 

predominantly Eastern White Pine is approximately 120 to 150 years old. This stand contains over 60 

large, healthy Eastern White Pines (Pinus strobus) of up to 130 feet tall with diameters of up to 24″. The 

deciduous trees in the stand include black oak, northern red oak, and red maple. The understory of this 

forest is generally open, due to the high, closed canopy formed by the tall pines. The understory 

midcanopy is composed primarily of native shade-tolerant species, including witch-hazel, a small multi-

stemmed tree commonly associated with mature pine forests. The forest floor has a carpet of ferns, lady 

slippers, and lily-of-the-valley. There are few invasive plant species, kept out by the shading from the 

closed canopy and lack of disturbance. The stand contains numerous standing dead and down and 

decaying timber. The forest floor has pit and mound characteristics from centuries of trees falling and 

decaying as well as well-developed humus soil. 

This stand was shown as intact forested land on the historical map compiled in 1830 showing a state-

wide inventory of forested lands. On the F.W. Beer’s Atlas, dated 1875, this area was identified as "Hazel 

Grove" (as seen in Figure 1 above), and shown with tree symbols, probably indicating that it was a forest 

at that time as well. The term "Hazel Grove" is possibly referring to the prominent understory of witch 

hazel, still existing today. 

The second forest stand, approximately 2 acres, is composed of a 1-acre overgrown field to the east 

and north of the lawn and paddock areas and a narrow corridor surrounding the horse track, which had 

historically been mostly cleared of trees. The trees in this stand are mixed deciduous and Eastern White 

Pine trees, approximately 25 years old, with several mature red oak trees. 



 

15 
 

Within the 8-acre developed area, the lawn and center of the horse track contain several mature oaks 

and pines. There are also several smaller ornamental trees, including a linden planted in memory of 

ConWhit Stables' racehorses, including Johnny Whit and Sunlords Requiem. 

Geology, Hydrology, and Soils 
The Hazel Grove Park site is located in the Nashua River Valley and composed of two terraces along the 

river. The site is primarily a glacial outwash terrace with sandy soil. This terrace is above the 500-year 

flood plain of the Nashua River. There is a lower alluvial terrace within the 100-year flood plain of the 

Nashua River. Portions of the lower terrace were flooded in the April 2010 floods (10-year event). The 

entire area is underlined by a large, high-yield aquifer adjoining the Nashua River. The water table on the 

lower terrace is only 1′ below the surface during the spring and no more than 6′ below the surface later in 

the year. In the higher terrace, the water table is 6′ to15′ down. Currently, a shallow well near the barns 

taps into this aquifer, which provides the water for the horse stalls. 

Wildlife Habitat 
Species using the Hazel Grove Park parcel include red-tailed hawks, great horned owls, barred owls, 

barn owls, little brown bats, flying squirrels, pileated woodpeckers, fishers, various species of 

salamanders, and tree frogs. Species of concern include the barn owl. 

The tall Eastern White Pines in the forest stand function as high perches for hawks, owls, and wild 

turkeys and also attract little brown bats, which roost in the tall pines. The young bats are known to use 

the large overstory pines as homing locations, to stay together with the colony and find their roosting site. 

The mature forest stand is part of a broad, mostly undeveloped valley corridor along the Nashua 

River. Many species of wildlife inhabiting this stand rely on the close proximity of the Nashua River for 

food and as part of their life-cycle. The old trees, as they decline, contain numerous cavity areas, which 

are habitat for bats and owls. Little brown bats can hibernate over the winter in New England in cavities of 

very large trees (24″ in diameter or greater). Due to the healthy population of the bats in the vicinity of 

Hazel Grove, the bats may be overwintering in one or several of the larger pine trees. 

Trails 
The forested area currently contains one-half mile of equestrian trails, which follow an old dirt road and a 

network of informal trails. The trails provide high-quality equestrian opportunities because the mature 

forest is relatively open at the floor with very little understory brush due to the high, closed overstory 

canopy. The forest habitat also provides an ideal opportunity for education and interpreting the ecosystem 

of this native stand. This trail system continues into a trail loop on the adjoining Farmers' and Mechanics' 

conservation land, and also connects to a continuous trail corridor connecting to Fitch’s Bridge. The Hazel 

Grove fairground site is ideal as a trailhead for this trail network, with adequate parking. 
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Recommendations 
The Committee recommends various management strategies for the entire parcel of Hazel Grove Park, 

encompassing three general areas: forest, developed area, and trails. (See Figure 6.) 

Figure 6. Management areas surrounding Hazel Grove Park, with mature forest (red), paddock and barns 
(blue), and recently disturbed forest (yellow). 

Forest Management 
The Committee recommends the 4-acre mature forest stand be maintained in its present state for 

educational and trail-riding opportunities. The Committee further urges that the other areas of the park be 

considered for expansion or improvement before considering this area. 

The Committee suggests a management goal for the younger forest stand to have most or all of this 

2-acre area available for expansion of outbuildings, paddocks, and other facility needs. The Committee 

recommends that the corridor of trees around the horse track be managed to maximize the utility of the 

track and arena area. The adjacent trees to the south, east, and west of the track currently partially shade 

the track, keeping snow and ice on the track longer than sun-exposed portions. In order to help keep the 

track free from snow and ice as well as forest litter, the subcommittee recommends thinning trees along a 
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15′ to 50′ buffer around the track, keeping specific specimen deciduous trees. This buffer would then be 

managed as a deciduous stand in which regeneration of pines would be periodically removed. 

Developed Area Management 
The developed portion of the parcel, approximately 8 acres, includes several mature oak and pine trees in 

the lawn area and arena area in the center of the track. Most of these mature trees are relatively healthy. 

We recommend that many of these trees be maintained as shade trees in conjunction with the 

development of a landscape plan for the developed portion of the park. Some trees will need to be pruned 

or removed where they cause excess shading on the horse track, cause a safety hazard, or interfere with 

park uses. Additional landscaping might occur in selected areas, including planting fruit trees for crop 

demonstration purposes. 

Trails Management 
Currently, there are no formal regulations for the existing trails. The Committee recommends providing 

regulations to control the use of the trails to nonmotorized use only and to promote equestrian, mountain 

biking, and hiking use. 
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Current Users 
The Committee's Subcommittee on Current Users was charged with identifying the current users of Hazel 

Grove Park, how they use the area, and what agreements they have with the town for that current use. 

Groton Pony Club 
Groton Pony Club (GPC) in the Central New 

England Region (CNER) is part of the United 

States Pony Club (USPC). (See Appendix E, 

page 46.) The United States Pony Club is one of 

the leading junior equestrian organizations in the 

world, represented throughout 30 countries. 

Founded in 1957, GPC has been using Hazel 

Grove Park since its inception. (See Figure 7.) 

GPC offers weekly mounted instruction 

every Thursday evening from April through 

November at Hazel Grove Park. Three 

instructors lead these sessions, organizing the 

students into groups based on riding ability. The 

novice riders ride in the arenas for safety 

reasons, because it is easier to control a horse 

in a confined space. The more advanced riders 

ride in the open areas within the track and jump 

the cross country fences. Each year, GPC 

submits a request to the Groton Park Commission for field use for their shows, clean up days, and 

mounted meetings. 

The pony club also offers unmounted instruction during the winter and a week-long overnight camp in 

the summer. Unmounted instruction generally takes place at someone’s house or barn and includes 

horse management, veterinary care, confirmation, and other topics. The overnight camp takes place at 

other locations and does not currently involve the use of Hazel Grove Park. 

GPC runs three horse shows at Hazel Grove Park for fundraising purposes. These shows are open to 

the public; anyone may enter their horse in the show and ride. (See Figure 8, page 19.) Spectators are 

also welcome to the show. During shows, an area is designated for people only, and includes a snack 

shack built by GPC. Main Street Café of Groton has also catered breakfast and lunch for the past few 

years. Spectators at the show average around 200. 

Figure 7. Groton Pony Club riders at Hazel Grove 
Park. 
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Horse shows in 2011 were held on April 

17, May 15, and October 16. During the 

shows, a dressage phase takes place in the 

open area between the rings and cross-

country jump area. This phase requires the 

rider and horse to execute a series of 

movements on the ground. The horse and 

rider are judged on their accuracy and style. 

Riders then jump a course of stadium jumps 

in the ring. The rider will receive penalty 

points if the horse refuses a fence, knocks 

any rails down, or jumps any fence in the 

wrong order. The large arena is used for the stadium phase. The small arena is the warm-up area for 

stadium and cross-country jumping. The cross-country phase is the last phase of the show, and involves 

a rider jumping a course of cross-country jumps. Cross-country fences are solid fences, such as coops, 

barrels, logs, and tire fences. The course also includes a variety of ditches and banks to jump up or down. 

Rallies 
In addition to these shows, GPC also hosts Pony Club rallies for the CNER pony clubs. (See Figure 9, 

page 20.) The term "rally" is used because these meetings are much more than a competition; they are 

educational experiences for club members as well, where the Pony Club values of teamwork, leadership, 

horsemanship, and sportsmanship come together. Pony Club rallies provide an opportunity to 

demonstrate proficiency in an atmosphere of cooperation and teamwork. Rallies allow members to test 

their skills by competing against other regional clubs. In addition, rallies are educational experiences that 

expose participants to new ideas and ways of doing things. 

Rallies teach members about themselves, about support of and reliance on a team, about 

sportsmanship, and about the personal growth involved in winning and losing. Competitive rallies can be 

unmounted, as in "Quiz," where teams compete in a knowledge "bowl" or "bee." Other Pony Club 

competitive rallies are mounted and involve teams of three, four, or five riders and, in most disciplines, an 

unmounted team Stable Manager. In mounted rallies, horse management is also judged and is a vital part 

of the team's final score. 

Figure 8. Young riders wait to compete at a GPC 
horse show at Hazel Grove Park. 
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GPC Membership and Responsibilities 
GPC has approximately 25 active members from Groton and neighboring towns. GPC maintains the 

structures within the track that they use, including the two fenced rings, tower between the two rings, 

dressage judge booths, cross-country fences, and shed for storage. GPC owns the jumps that are used in 

the rings, the portable shed, and the dressage booths. 

Members are expected to volunteer a certain number of hours every year to maintenance and 

improvement projects. Yearly maintenance of Hazel Grove Park by GPC includes: 

• routine maintenance from spring to fall, such as: 

♦ mowing the fields 

♦ maintaining the footing in the rings 

♦ weeding around the fences 

♦ maintaining portable bathrooms 

• general maintenance, such as: 

♦ painting 

♦ repairing fences and structures used by GPC. 

Figure 9. Newspaper clipping of Groton Pony Club securing first place in Woodstock, VT, 
competition, including a younger Anna (Gould) Eliot, now Groton Selectperson. 
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GPC has also conducted more major maintenance projects and improvements at the park. (See GPC 

Maintenance and Improvement Projects at Hazel Grove Park.) 

GPC MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS AT HAZEL GROVE PARK 
This table outlines maintenance and improvement projects that GPC has conducted at Hazel Grove Park in the last 8 years, 
including 1,481 volunteer hours and over $39,000 in funds. 

Year Project GPC 
Volunteer Hours 

GPC Funds 

2003 • Spring and Fall clean up 
• Cross-country jump maintenance 
• Mowing, painting, portable bathrooms 

77 $2,412.47 

2004 • Spring and Fall clean up 
• Cross-country jump building 
• Tree and stump clean up 
• Painting 
• New PA system 
• Mowing and portable bathrooms 

102 $2,323.19 

2005 • Spring and Fall clean up 
• Construction of Food Booth and wiring 
• Painting 
• Mowing and portable bathrooms 

126 $4,469.06 

2006 • Spring and Fall clean up 
• Cross-country jump renovations 
• Fence painting and maintenance 
• Mowing and portable bathrooms 

251 $4,830.53 

2007 • Spring and Fall clean up 
• New stadium jumps and rails 
• Purchase of new shed 
• Mowing and portable bathrooms 

137 $3,249.50 

2008 • Spring and Fall clean up 
• Large ring renovation project 
• Cross-country jump renovations 
• Painting and ring maintenance 
• Mowing and portable bathrooms 

222 $6,657.73 

2009 • Spring and Fall clean up 
• New cross-country jumps and renovations 
• Mowing and portable bathrooms 

98 $3,294.70 

2010 • Spring and Fall clean up 
• Dumpster for weather-related debris (old 4-H shed and mini 

ring old wood) 
• Stone dust for coop jumps and dressage arena 
• Dressage judges booth construction 
• Mowing and portable bathrooms 

248 $6,119.02 

2011 • Spring and Fall clean up 
• Small arena renovation 
• Cross-country jump build (cask) 
• Painting and general maintenance 
• Mowing and portable bathrooms 

220 $5,700.00 
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Groton Riding and Driving Club 
The Groton Riding and Driving Club, another current user of Hazel Grove Park, is a member of the United 

States Trotting Association (USTA), the central registry for all horses, trainers, owners, breeders, and 

drivers involved in the sport. Every registered horse is carefully blood-typed, tattooed, and able to be 

searched quickly via USTA's extensive online database. USTA also has linked registries and 

organizations to "repurpose" retired horses or those that don't pass muster as well as an active youth 

outreach and young participant program. In order to qualify as a driver or trainer, a person must meet the 

requirements, including a significant amount of hands-on experience, mentoring, and testing. 

Standardbred Racing Background 
The Standardbred horse breed can be traced back to an 

imported Thoroughbred from England at around the 17th 

century. Breed history identifies the source of the 

Standardbred as beginning with the birth of 

Hambletonian 10 in 1849 at a farm in Orange County, 

New York. (See Figure 10.) Hambletonian made his 

public debut at the ripe old age of 6 months at a county 

fair in Goshen, New York. At this time, regular, working 

class townspeople conducted "races" over roads with 

light wagons. Horses covered large amounts of ground 

for long distances at a trot. Hambletonian set the stage 

as the first and fastest horse to win these road races 

during the late 1850s. Eventually, this new form of racing caught on and spread quickly throughout the 

Northeast, and a new breed, "Standardbred," was founded. Offspring from this foundation sire was only 

considered Standardbred if they could complete a course of 1 mile within a specified time. Today, the 

vast majority of all registered Standardbreds in North America can be traced back to this one horse who 

raced through the roads of New York. 

As time and industry marched on, towns incorporated racetracks into their local fairgrounds to allow 

the local farmers to race their Standardbreds against their neighbors' horses. Town residents brought 

their best pies, their best bred pig, the most carefully stitched quilt, their best cherry pit spitter, and their 

fastest Standardbred. These were fairs that the entire family participated in and one of the most 

anticipated (if not the most important) event of the year. The popularity of harness racing continued to 

increase and, with it, the county fair racing presence throughout the Northeast. Eventually, these events 

continued further into North America. Today, county fair harness racing continues to be popular. The 

USTA reports 200 registered county fairs in 22 states for qualified events. 

It is worthwhile to note that, while the more popular and widely known Thoroughbred Racing is known 

as the "sport of kings," Standardbred racing is better known as the "sport of the working class." 

Figure10. Drawing of Hambletonian, 
circa 1855. 



 

23 
 

Figure 11. Johnny Whit, Standardbred stallion, 
born January 4, 1975. 

The Groton bred, born, raised, and trained Standardbred, Johnny Whit, used Hazel Grove Park for 

training in his early years. (See Figure 11.) He was a stallion born in 1973, co-owned by H. Dudley 

Whitney (Whit) and John Denahy. He was 

considered "The Little Horse That Could." 

Johnny Whit was a trotter and a pacer, 

which is unusual, but was a faster pacer. In 

1977, he was the Best 4-Year-Old Pacer of 

the Year according to the Standardbred 

Owners Association Of N.E. (SOANE). Of 

the horses born in Groton, none have 

surpassed him in speed and earnings. He 

won over 100 races and became very 

famous. Johnny Whit was written up many 

times in the Harness Horse magazine as he 

raced up and down the East Coast. 

Groton's time capsule includes a race 

winning picture of Johnny Whit. (See 

Appendix F, page 47.) 

Groton Riding and Driving Club History and Structure 
The Groton Riding and Driving Club (GRDC) was incorporated as a nonprofit corporation in 1932. Their 

current officer structure per their 2011 annual report includes: 

• Rick Mason, President 

• Carol Clark, Treasurer 

• Ginny Scharff, Clerk 

• Don Billingsley, Ellen Emerson, and John Dunleavy, Directors. 

The club has maintained exclusive use of 

the track—except for specific dates and times 

when it conflicts with other granted field use 

permits—as well as the horse barns and 

paddocks. (See Figure 12.) This use does not 

include the infield and other designated 

buildings used by the Groton Pony Club. The 

GRDC are financially responsible for their own 

building maintenance, grounds maintenance, 

utilities, and so forth. (See Appendix G, page 50, 

for details.) The GRDC maintains their own 
Figure 12. GRDC horse with cart and driver on 
track at Hazel Grove Park. 
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insurance policy that covers the club members for liability on the grounds, which is paid for through their 

yearly dues structure. 

Overall, each member that resides on the property is responsible for their own barn. For example, if a 

member shares the Exhibition Barn with another member, only those two members participate in repairs 

or maintenance of the building. This is an out-of-pocket expense and is not covered by the GRDC overall. 

The GRDC has one main purpose: to serve as a local hub for Standardbred training and 

management of racehorses. The nature of this industry requires each participating horse to jog 4 to 8 

miles per day, usually 6 days per week. Training at faster speeds is also done at this facility, though it is 

less frequent per horse (depending on the nature of the horse, the frequency of racing, and so forth). A 

safe training estimate per horse at speed might be two to three times per month. Members ship horses 

off-site to race around the New England area in paramutual and county fair events. 

At this time there are no public events or demonstrations held by GRDC. However, GRDC is 

interested in sponsoring some events in the not-so-distant future. 

Equestrians 
Riders that are not affiliated with the Groton Pony Club or the Groton Riding and Driving Club may trailer 

their horses to Hazel Grove Park and use the riding areas within the track or access the trails. Riders may 

cross over the track, but they may not ride on it for insurance reasons. The insurance is purchased by the 

Groton Riding and Driving Club for their use of the track and does not cover liability for other users on the 

track. The footing on the track is also maintained specifically for driving use. Riders are not required to be 

Groton residents in order to use Hazel Gove Park. 

Other Nonmotorized Use 
In addition to equestrian use, current uses of Hazel Grove Park include hiking, mountain biking, cross-

country skiing on the trails, and trailhead parking at Hazel Grove Park to access the Town's trails network. 

Recommendations 
The Committee recommends that Hazel Grove Park continue in its agreements with the Groton Pony 

Club and Groton Riding and Driving Club. In addition, the Committee recommends that Hazel Grove Park 

be fully accessible to the public for trailhead parking and nonmotorized use of the trails, woods, and 

general open space areas. 
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Infrastructure 
The Infrastructure Subcommittee was charged with evaluating the current available utilties and facilities at 

Hazel Grove Park, including water, electricity, and existing structures, and recommending action to 

preserve or enhance these facilities. 

Water 
Hazel Grove Park is not connected to town water. Owners of the horses who board on-site use a shallow 

well to water their horses. Town water service exists at the corner of Jenkins Road and Hickory Lane, a 

distance of approximately 1,000′ from the main barn. GPC and GRDC bring in and pay for portable toilets. 

Electricity 
Electrical service is separately metered at the three barns that have horses. A pole mounted light in the 

parking area is also metered separately. A fifth service provides electricity to the infield food booth, with 

additional outlets for events. 

Existing Structures 
There are several existing structures in Hazel Grove Park. In addition to the paddocks and riding rings, 

various structures exist in the stable and infield areas. (See Appendix H, page 53.) 

Paddocks and Riding Rings 
There are four paddocks at Hazel Grove Park, located near the Farmers' and Mechanics' barn and the 

high-pitched stable. All are used by members of the GRDC. There are two riding rings, located on the 

infield area. They are fenced for the safety of young or inexperienced riders. 

Stable Area 
The stable area includes four buildings: the original Farmers' and Mechanics' Association barn (also 

known as the Exhibition Hall), a low-pitch stable, a high-pitch stable, and an equipment shed. 

Farmers' and Mechanics' Barn 
The Farmers' and Mechanics' Barn is a timberframed barn built in the late 19th century. The roof is in 

reasonable condition. However, the building has suffered some significant structural failure, which 

appears to be related to an insufficient foundation of concrete posts installed when the barn was moved 

from the infield. Some beams and posts are completely broken, and there is major deflection in the floor 

beams as well as a substantial racking of the building's frame. Cables and strapping have been added 

temporarily to arrest further racking in the frame. 
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Low-Pitch Stable 
The low-pitch stable (painted green and white) is an inexpensively constructed modern building that 

exhibits significant signs of deterioration. Rotted wood and deformed structural components are 

pervasive. A new roof has recently been installed. The subcommittee members could not determine the 

foundation for this building. 

High-Pitch Stable 
Similar to the low-pitch stable, the high-pitch stable (painted red) is a modern, inexpensively constructed 

building with significant deterioration. In addition, some repairs were done to the siding using 

nonexposure-rated materials (including oriented strand board [OSB] and foam). The roof is corrugated 

steel and appears to be in good condition. 

Equipment Shed 
A small shed exists to store equipment. Other than some rotted trim, this shed is in reasonable condition. 

Infield Area 
The infield area contains several smaller structures, including viewing towers, a vinyl shed, a wood shed, 

two judging blinds, and a vendor stand. 

Viewing Towers 
Two viewing towers originally existed in the infield area. The east viewing tower is in fairly good condition. 

The roof is functioning properly and there are no apparent structural problems. There is some rotted 

wood, especially on the floor, but requires only relatively simple repairs. The west viewing tower posed a 

significant safety concern with severely rotted wood and a visible lean to the structure. Although the roof 

was in good condition, repair of this tower would have been substantial. Due to the serious safety 

concerns, the Park Commission, with input from the Committee, opted to demolish this structure. Prior to 

demolition, the Infrastructure Subcommittee documented the structure with drawings and photographs to 

allow reproduction if desired. 

Sheds, Blinds, and Stand 
The vinyl shed, wood shed, two judging blinds, and vendor stand are of recent construction and are in 

good to excellent condition. They are all temporary sheds without foundations, and can be easily moved 

or removed as the need arises. All infield sheds and structures have been placed there by the GPC and 

are their property. 

Recommendations 
The Committee recommends that town water and electricity be brought to Hazel Grove Park. In addition, 

all buildings should be brought into compliance with current building codes. The Groton 2012 Master Plan 

mentions preservation of historical barns. The Committee recommends that, if a historic barn in Groton 

cannot be preserved in its current location, town officials would advocate moving the structure to the 

fairgrounds at Hazel Grove Park for use and preservation. 
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Association 
The Association Subcommittee was charged with exploring the idea of an association to manage the 

park. Currently, the Hazel Grove Park is managed by the Groton Park Commission, which offers user 

rights to the Groton Pony Club (GPC) and the Groton Riding and Driving Club (GRDC) on a yearly basis. 

The Commission grants this right via the field-use request form. The GPC requests use for specific dates 

and times for use of the parking area and infield. The GRDC is granted rights for use of the track for all 

hours of all days—except when it conflicts with other granted field use permits— as well as the paddock 

and barns. There is very little formal use of the fairgrounds other than by these two groups. Residents 

frequently use the fairgrounds for trail riding of their horses, riding the cross-country course on the infield, 

and parking for nearby hiking trails. 

These two groups have had sole responsibility for all maintenance and improvement at the 

fairgrounds for several decades. They have mowed the grass, plowed the road and track, and paid for 

any capital improvements. The town has benefited from this maintenance because the town has not had 

expenditures related to this property. Alternatively, some might argue that this resource has deteriorated 

and the potential benefit to residents has not been realized. 

Recommendations 
The Committee recommends the formation of the Hazel Grove Agricultural Association, a nonprofit 

organization that would hold the lease of the property and would be responsible for management, 

maintenance, and funding of Hazel Grove Park. This association would enable clear communication 

between all user groups and provide more consistent scheduling of use as well as a clear expectation of 

member maintenance responsibilities. 

In the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, there are 3 historic fairgrounds remaining in Spencer, 

Greenfield, and Groton. Entities in Spencer and Greenfield have the sole function of managing and 

maintaining these irreplaceable resources. In following this model, the Committee recommends the 

formation of an association to: 

1. consolidate maintenance and improvement under one organization 

2. make and enforce policy 

3. enter into agreements with user groups 

4. schedule use 

5. raise funds and pay for necessary upkeep and capital improvements 

6. conduct a yearly agricultural fair 

7. manage the fairgrounds to benefit the townspeople of Groton and, as with all conservation and park 

properties in town, welcome all who use it respectfully and safely. 

This Association would be a 501c3 nonprofit organization able to receive and distribute funds for the 

purpose of preservation, maintenance, and improvement of the fairgrounds. 
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The Association would be made up of a Board of Directors. Initially, a founding Board of five 

members, with no alternates, for a term of 1 year to formalize the membership charter. After initial 

membership of the founding Board expires, those members would be encouraged to formally apply for 

official positions on the functional Board. The functional Board would be a group of five individuals and 

two alternates who may be nominated by any current group who is active in promoting agricultural 

interests in Groton. If no nominees are put forth, then any current resident of Groton may apply for Board 

membership. All nominees must be voted on by current members. These directors would serve a term of 

3 years, staggered, with a rotating Chair. Board members must be residents of Groton, Massachusetts. 

The board(s) must follow Roberts Rules, conduct periodic votes, and keep with quorum practices. 

It would be the intent of the Association to centralize the maintenance responsibility in order to better 

accomplish the goals of betterment and longevity at Hazel Grove Park. Instead of groups who have 

responsibility for portions of the fairgrounds, the association would have sole responsibility. The user 

groups may propose improvements or work on projects that benefit their needs. All projects would have to 

be approved by the Association. 

The Association would be an independent group that would report to the Groton Park Commission. 

The Association would serve as a convenience to the Commission and could be abolished by the Groton 

Park Commission by a majority vote. The individual decisions of the Association would not be subject to 

the Commission’s approval; however, the Association would be responsible for informing the Commission 

of major decisions and changes. Any structure that is proposed must receive approval by a majority vote 

of the Commissioners. 

Through this proposal, the Committee aims to create a structure where committed residents can 

devote their time, energy, and money for the betterment of Hazel Grove Park. The Committee hopes such 

endeavors will honor the past, current, and future agricultural pursuits of our region. Activities may include 

but are not limited to horse racing, horse shows, agricultural fairs, animal shows, pulling and plowing 

contests, an automobile parade, band concerts, a farmers' market, a facility compost system, bee 

keeping, permaculture practices, water capture demonstrations, solar energy demonstrations, and youth 

agricultural education. 
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Future Uses and Revenue 
The Future Uses and Revenue Subcommittee was charged with documenting current users and uses of 

the property and identifying potential new users and new revenue sources for Hazel Grove Park. The 

Committee met with the current user groups to understand how they use the property. This investigation 

included multiple meetings with both current user groups as well as a site visit. 

In order to identify future users and revenue streams for Hazel Grove Park, the Committee: 

• traveled to the Spencer, Greenfield, and Martha’s Vineyard fairgrounds to see firsthand how they 

have developed and manage their fairgrounds (See Appendix I, page 66, and Appendix J, page 70.) 

• reached out to various local groups, including Groton Local, Groton Boy Scouts, Future Farmers of 

America, and 4-H, to determine if any of these groups were interested in using Hazel Grove Park 

• contacted youth sports leagues to gauge interest in using Hazel Grove Park for playing fields and 

other team uses (See Appendix K, page 72.) 

• researched the historical uses of Hazel Grove Park 

• sought community input on potential uses for Hazel Grove Park (See Appendix L, page 73.) 

• conducted a site walk and compiled an inventory of the park's natural resources. 

Future Uses 
Because of Hazel Grove Park's unique status as one of the last three fairgrounds remaining in 

Massachusetts, the Committee recommends that the town allocate funds to list the site on the National 

Registry of Historic Places, and places a high priority on maintaining the historic use of Hazel Grove Park. 

The Committee further identified future uses and revenue streams by applying certain criteria to all 

the ideas gathered during our information gathering sessions. These criteria included: 

1. continuity of historic use (agricultural fairs, equestrian pursuits, racing) 

2. preservation of natural resources 

3. increased community involvement and use of Hazel Grove Park. 

When evaluating potential user groups and uses, the Committee also considered whether other 

places in Groton would be better suited for a suggested activity, whether an existing group wanted to lead 

implementation of the idea, and the activity's sustainability over time. 

In addition to the continuation of current uses, the Committee recommends these future uses for 

Hazel Grove Park: 

1. agricultural fair 

2. benefit horse show 

3. organized trail ride 

4. trail markers to encourage more hikers 

5. enhanced, expanded access to the broader trail network 
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6. Standardbred qualifying races that are open to the public 

7. annual harness race that is open to public spectators 

8. site-generated compost pile. 

The community provided many wonderful suggestions for future uses of the property that are in 

keeping with its historic use. The Committee suggests focusing on a short list of these ideas in the early 

years, but retaining all ideas for future reference for the Association. Many of these ideas may be 

incorporated into an agricultural fair as its scope is expanded over the years: 

• agricultural parade 

• horse carriage exhibition 

• driving demonstrations 

• chicken swap 

• biking trails 

• barn dances 

• event driving shows 

• how-to demonstrations, such as water capture systems and solar energy 

• working horse and cattle demonstrations 

• community bee keeping 

• emergency evacuation location 

• youth animal husbandry education 

• Pony Club camp 

• winter farmers' market. 

After extensive review, the Committee does not advise certain uses of Hazel Grove Park. These uses 

would either adversely affect current users or were better supported elsewhere in town. We have 

determined that the site is not ideal for athletic fields. A mixed use at Hazel Grove, such as team sports 

alongside equestrian uses, has been determined to be inherently unsafe. In addition, the Committee 

contacted the youth leagues and did not find any interest in using Hazel Grove Park for sports-related 

activities. 

Other uses the Committee considered, such as a playground, community garden, community rowing 

and boating, and motorized vehicle use, are already well supported by other organizations or locations in 

Groton. 

Revenue 
Currently, GRDC and GPC allocate their own funding each year to maintain and improve the property for 

their needs. As the use of the park is expanded, it is important to plan for additional revenue to run the 

events and improve the infrastructure. The Committee identified possible future sources of revenue, 

including: 

1. future uses listed above that will generate revenue for use in a revolving fund for Hazel Grove Park 
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2. Groton Community Preservation Committee (CPC) funds, requested for specific projects 

3. volunteer work 

4. volunteer donations for users of the property not associated with GPC or GRDC, either as a small 

donation per use or an annual donation. 

This revenue would supplement funding provided by current user groups. The Association would need to 

establish a revenue plan as part of work planned for the first year. 

Recommendations 
It is the Committee's unanimous recommendation that the property be used as an equestrian sports park, 

and that the formation of an Association be approved. The Association would be responsible for ensuring 

the betterment, maintenance, and preservation of the property. Additionally, the Association would ensure 

the future of Hazel Grove Park as an agricultural learning hub for the entire town and the benefit of 

current and future generations. 
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Proposed Roadmap 
Per its charge, the Committee has developed a roadmap, or plan for implementing changes and 

enhancements to Hazel Grove Park in 1 year, 3 years, and 5 years. 

1-Year Plan 
1. Create an association to oversee the general use of Hazel Grove Park. 

2. Provide a clean, safe environment for the public. 

3. Determine a long-term plan for the Exhibition Hall. 

4. Complete the application process for listing Hazel Grove Park on the National Register of Historic 

Places. 

5. Build an infield storage barn. 

6. Institute a manure management plan. 

7. Replace fencing around the track. 

8. Institute tree trimming to reduce shading of the track and address downed trees and underbrush. 

9. Determine a waste-management plan (trash and toilets). 

10. Construct appropriate signage for visitors that promotes a safe environment for equine and human 

use. 

11. Repair the floor of the tall tower. 

12. Ensure that all barns and paddocks are safe and clean. 

13. Hold revenue-producing events. 

14. Create a communication plan. 

15. Work with the Groton Trails Committee to identify and designate the trail network and establish 

signage for the existing trails network, including signs prohibiting motorized vehicles. 

16. Identify, institute, and post regulations for the use of the site. 

17. Establish a revenue plan for maintaining and improving the property. 

3-Year Plan 
1. Survey the property and add bounds markers. 

2. Hold an agricultural fair. 

3. Institute track improvements. 

4. Maintain trails to equestrian standards. 

5. Prepare an interpretive plan for wildlife and ecosystem awareness. 

6. Prepare and implement a monitoring and inventory plan for forest conditions and wildlife. 

7. If identified, construct a trails network extension. 
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5-Year Plan 
1. Build a new barn, paddocks, and fencing. 

2. Possibly add another barn for day use and camp. 

3. Conduct additional revenue producing events. 

4. Complete a comprehensive trails system, connecting to other local trails systems, with signage and 

online posting of trails for horse and human use. 

5. Construct a grandstand, bandstand, and exhibition hall for multiple town uses. 

6. Establish town water on-site as well as other code-compliant utilities. 

7. Hold qualifying races. 

8. Grow the agricultural fair. 

9. Institute an alternative energy project. 
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Conclusion 
Hazel Grove Park is emblematic of some of the deepest currents of identity within our town. Once an 

agricultural centerpiece for the Town of Groton, families gathered here to share, learn, and enjoy their rich 

agricultural heritage. Children and adults joined in a tradition of demonstrating their craft and taking pride 

in the products of their labor. Equestrian pursuits have been integral to this park throughout its history. 

While in the context of the 21st century this tradition may seem all but lost, Hazel Grove Park remains as 

a reminder and a challenge. 

We stand at a threshold, with a unique opportunity to preserve a living symbol of our agricultural 

legacy. This legacy is rooted in the sharing of knowledge for the purpose of connecting to the land and to 

each other. Through this connection, we can reclaim our identity as an agricultural community dedicated 

to education and celebration of the role of farming, husbandry, craftsmanship, and community in our lives. 

With the day's headlines ringing out for a change in the way we feed ourselves and relate to our natural 

surroundings, Hazel Grove Park stands as a gateway to an understanding about who we are as a town 

and how we live and work together to honor our past and create a brighter, more sustainable, more 

inclusive future. 
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APPENDIX A 
LETTER FROM PARKS COMMISSION WITH CHARGE FOR 
HAZEL GROVE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
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APPENDIX B 
HISTORICAL TIMELINE OF HAZEL GROVE PARK 
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APPENDIX C 
NATIONAL HISTORIC REGISTER INFORMATION 
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APPENDIX D 
GROTON AGRICULTURAL SURVEY EXCERPT ON GROTON 
AGRICULTURAL FAIRS 
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APPENDIX E 
GROTON PONY CLUB LETTER TO USPC 
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APPENDIX F 
JOHNNY WHIT INFORMATION 
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GROTON RIDING AND DRIVING CLUB IMPROVEMENTS 
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Groton Riding and Driving Club 

P. O. Box 1011 
Groton, MA  01450 

May 1, 2012 
Hazel Grove Park Committee 
Groton, MA  01450 
At the request of  Gineane Haberlin the Groton Riding and Driving Club has come up with 

a list of potential improvements to Hazel Grove Park that would be our wish list for the 
property. 

Track Restoration including widening of the track to its original width, resurfacing and 
adding of material (stone dust) 

Markers on the track to demarcate: start of mile, ¼ mile from start, ½ mile from start, ¾ from 
start and finish line and pylons on infield side of the track. 

Upgrade of paddocks: possibly adding of loam or fill and establishment of grass growing in 
them and upgrade of fences. 

Snow removal to provide adequate access to all the barns = one path from the end of Jenkins 
Rd. into barn area, sweeping by the barns and making a loop to facilitate pull through access for 
trucks with horse trailers as well as Fire and Ambulance vehicles 

20 stall barn with state of the art lighting and hot & cold water. 
4 wash stalls each consisting of three walls, crossties and either concrete pad or rubber pad 

underfoot with drainage and hot & cold water 
Tractor 
Water Truck 
Mowing of grass 
Painting and Maintenance 
Restoring electricity to blacksmith’s shop 
Security Camera(s) and possibly motion sensitive spot lights to deter vandalism 
Signage to prohibit visitors from any traffic by vehicles or pedestrians on the race track 
Signage to indicate that the park is open only from sunrise to sunset daily 
Signage for the safety of visitors and horses such as "Please No Feeding or Touching the 

Horses" and other safety warnings that may be necessary 
The sign showing the state ruling regarding equine activities on the door of the exhibition 

hall is badly faded so either a new one or the words re-printed on the existing sign 
Trash Dumpster 
Trail Signs to indicate the trail where visitors are welcome to go hiking/riding on horseback 

or foot. 
Outdoor sign near the edge of the Fairgrounds where historical information can be 

presented to educate the public to the purpose of the track, its historical significance and some 
older pictures and or maps. Possibly like a small covered sign with a Plexiglas cover so that the 
info and maps can be updated and changed at different times of the year. Either the Club or the 
Committee could be responsible for posting such. 

We present these suggestions, knowing that some items are more needed in the immediate 
future and others can be considered as food for thought for the Hazel Grove Park Committee to 
develop a one year, three year and five year plan and that some suggestions may be beyond the 
reach of the resources available. 
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We greatly appreciate the time and effort that the Committee has devoted to the project of 
preserving Hazel Grove Park. 

Thank you, 
The Groton Riding and Driving Club 
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APPENDIX H 
GROTON ENGINEERING STRUCTURAL FRAMING REVIEW AND 
DRAWING OF VIEWING TOWER WEST 
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APPENDIX I 
FRANKLIN COUNTY FAIR BROCHURE AND BOOK 
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APPENDIX J 
SPENCER FAIR VISIT 
What is at the fair 

1. Carnival Games 

2. Fair food stands 

3. Carnival Rides 

4. Crafts / vendors 

5. Exhibition Halls 

a. Hall One 

i. Display prize winners for the various categories – vegetables, pies, crafts, etc 

ii. Chicken information and chicks hatching 

iii. Bee information, products and hives to look at 

b. Hall Two 

i. Cows – stabling for cows – judging outside under a tent. 

ii. Some exhibits – prizes for hay, information on cows and groups there 

c. Hall Three 

i. Vendors – variety of vendors – crafts, animal organizations, to window installers. 

6. Tents 

a. Poultry 

b. Barn Animals – cows, horses, rabbits 

c. Alpacas 

7. Grandstand 

a. Bands, Shows (pig racing etc) 

8. Pit 

a. Demolition Derby, 

b. Tractor Pulling 

History 

Jean Armstrong and Laurie Smigelski visited the fair and spoke with Allan Walker. The fair has been 

going for 123 years. The land was originally privately owned then given to the town. 

1930s the Spencer Trotting Club was formed as a non-profit. These horses are there permanently 

and some owners are from out of town. They built their own barn and rebuilt the barn after a fire. The 

buildings once built belong to the town. The club maintains the building and track. If there is a problem on 

the remaining fairgrounds they notify someone. 

The fairground association has a 25 year lease from the town and the trotting club subleases. They 

currently are on their third 25 year lease. With a lease there is flexibility. The association can and has built 

permanent buildings. These buildings revert to town ownership. The committee negotiates the lease with 
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the town every renewal. The current lease is $2500. per year. The buildings are also used as winter rental 

storage. 
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Organization Towns Partici-
pants 

Facilities Used Ages/Grades Season Fee Maintenance Hazel Grove 
Interest 

G-D Youth Basketball 
gdybl.org 
Bruce Cain, President 

Groton 
Dunstable 

800 GDRSD – All Schools 
LA 
Groton School 

Grades 2-12 Oct-Mar 
Jul-Aug 

$30-
$175 

$50,000/year for gym 
fees 

No Interest in HGP 

G-D Youth Football & 
Cheer 
gdyouthfootball.com 
David Howes, President 

Groton 
Dunstable 

150-200 Town of Groton – Cow 
Pond only 
(Used to use 
MS/Groton School) 

Grades 2-8 Aug-Oct $200 $40-$50,000 to set up 
$20,000 for new well 

No interest in HGP 
Program size will 
remain the same 

G-D Youth Lacrosse 
gdylax.org 
Phil Jordan, President 

No Reply 
to Phone 
Calls 

 Town of Groton 
GDRSD 
LA 

Intro Ages 5-8 
Grades 1-8 

    

G-D Youth Soccer 
gdysc.org 
Chris Davey, President 

No Reply 
to Phone 
Calls 

 Town of Groton 
Town of Dunstable 

     

G-D Youth Softball 
gdysl.com 
Brian Alcott, President 

Groton 
Dunstable 

150 GDRSD 
HS MS 

Pre k - 8 Apr – June 
Summer  
sometimes 

$90  Turn fields Not interested in 
HGP 
Declining 
enrollment  

Groton Youth Baseball 
gybl.net 
Paul Gingras, President 

Groton 400 Town of Groton – Cow 
Pond, Cutler, Prescott, 
Town Field 
GDRSD – MS 
LA/Groton School-if a 
coaching relationship 

Ages 5-15 April to July $100 
-$125 

Town mows grass 
League manages the 
ball fields, lime, infield 
care $10,000/year 

New field will help 
with crowding 
Participation is 
holding steadying 

Groton Youth Hockey 
gjha.net 
Kathy Langan, President 

Groton 
Dunstable 
Ayer 
Shirley 

 LA 
Groton School 

Learn to Skate Ages 
2+ 
Ages 6-18 

    

Squannacook River 
Runner 
sqrr.org 
Kerri Strauss, VP 

Groton 
Dunstable 
 

200 GDRSD – HS Track, 
Softball field, and Trails 

Grades K-8 8 weeks – 
Jun/Jul/Aug 

$75 
$125 
for 2 
$150 
for 3+ 

No Maintenance Program size has 
doubled in last 2 
years. Current 
space is okay 

APPENDIX K 
YOUTH SPORTS SURVEY 
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 APPENDIX L 
HAZEL GROVE PARK POTENTIAL USERS LIST 


